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The Best Medicine:
 LAUGH

An Evening For
Women
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DHF Leadership
Dinner

A great evening of memorable
laughter, food, and comedy
with 160 of our friends. 
Marc Rueben headlined the 3
Annual Dakota Hospital
Foundation The Best Medicine:
LAUGH Event at Old Lumber
Company Bar & Grill.  

rd

On April 2, one of our signature
events in partnership with
Sanford Vermillion brought
together a room full of inspiring
women, guided by “Dr. Mo”
Melissa Dittberner, PhD, CPS,
PS, LMT, in reflection on inner
journeys and meaningful
connections. It was an evening
full of energy, inspiration, &
connection - truly a celebration
of the remarkable women in our
community!  

Dakota Hospital Foundation’s
Annual Leadership Dinner
brought together community
partners and supporters for an
evening of celebration and
recognition. Keynote speaker Lt.
Col. Andrea (Gregoire) Kaman
highlighted leadership and
service as the DHF showcased
its impact on community health
and wellness. 



DHF Golf Social Mens’ Night Out

Congratulations to Matt Lavin
on this well-deserved honor!
Community members
expressed deep appreciation
and gratitude for Matt’s
unwavering commitment to
serving Vermillion. His
leadership and generosity
have had a lasting and
positive impact on our
community.

The 20th Annual Dakota
Hospital Foundation Golf
Social was held on July 21.
Dakota Hospital Foundation, in
partnership with Sanford
Vermillion, proudly hosted this
annual fundraising event in
memory of Sheri Ellis and
Mary Merrigan, honoring their
lasting impact on our
community.

On November 12, we
welcomed a great group of
guests for Men’s Night Out,
an engaging and
informative evening
dedicated to men’s
wellness. “What’s Under
the Hood,” focused on the
importance of preventative
maintenance.

2025 Community Health
Service Award Recipient

Community Celebration

April 14, 2026

May 11, 2026

July 20, 2026

August 4, 2026
November 2026

Dakota Hospital Foundation
A foundation that gives back.

The Bluffs Golf Course

Vermillion High School

Dakota Center

Muenster University Center

What’s Under the Hood?

Leadership Dinner

dakotahospitalfoundation.org

Jessica Jordan, DO

Joseph Segeleon, MD

DHF Golf Social



Marquee Messages Healthcare Career CampCommunity Celebration

It’s a fun and meaningful way to
share Holiday Greetings,
Birthday Wishes,
Congratulations, or messages for
any occasion. Whatever you’d
like to say, we’ll proudly display it
on the Sanford Vermillion LED
sign located at the corner of
Plum and Main Streets.

On August 5, the annual
Community Celebration was
held at the Vermillion High
School. The event was a great
success - with a strong turnout
of community members who
came together to enjoy the
festivities.

The Dakota Hospital Foundation is
proud to support the USD Healthcare
Careers Summer Camp, bringing
hands-on healthcare experiences to
high school students.
The camp introduces students entering
their junior or senior year to careers in
nursing, pharmacy, dentistry, &
emergency medicine through clinical
simulations, anatomy labs, CPR
certification, and tours of the Sanford
Vermillion Medical Center.

Thank you to Katherine Price for her two years of dedicated service as Board President. 
Katherine will continue to serve on the board in the role of Past President.
We are pleased to announce the board’s new leadership: Lisa Ketcham will serve as President, Tom Overby will
move into the Vice President position, and Michael Smith will serve as Secretary/Treasurer.

John Prescott and Andy Howe were recognized for their dedicated service on the
board from 2014 to 2025. Each served as Board President during their respective
terms, providing steady leadership and guidance throughout their tenure.
Thank you, John and Andy, for your commitment and leadership!

Welcome to the Dakota Hospital Foundation Board, Crystal Brady!
The Dakota Hospital Foundation is pleased to welcome Crystal Brady to the Board of Directors.
Crystal grew up in Adrian, Minnesota, and earned her degree in psychology from the University of South
Dakota. She began her law enforcement career with the Vermillion Police Department in 2000, rising through
the ranks from detective to Lieutenant of Investigations. In 2022, she was appointed Chief of Police.
A longtime Vermillion resident, Crystal raised her two daughters in the community—both graduates of USD. Her
oldest daughter now serves as a nurse at Sanford Vermillion. Deeply committed to community service, Crystal
has supported numerous civic and youth organizations throughout the years. She enjoys spending time with her
daughters and her new grandson.
We are grateful for Crystal’s leadership and community dedication and look forward to her contributions to the
Foundation.



2025 Employee Idea Challenge

The 2025 Employee Idea Challenge generated an impressive array of innovative ideas.
 
Two projects rose to the top and were selected as this year’s winners:

Extracorporeal Shock Wave Therapy proposed by Paula Wright, PT
The Safe and Sound Bassinet Upgrade proposed by Amber Baker, RN

Additional ideas submitted for consideration included:
OB Labor & Delivery Room Sofa Sleepers proposed by Teri Nygaard, ES Supervisor
Project Infection Prevention at Vermillion Care Center proposed by Courtney Gould, RN
Trauma Bed for the Emergency Department proposed by Dawn Swanson, Radiology Tech
Emergency Department Remodel proposed by Dawn Sawtell, RN

Dakota Hospital
Foundation

A foundation that gives back.

Lisa Ketcham Tom Overby Michael Smith Katherine Price
President Vice President Secretary / Treasurer Past President

Dr. Damon Alvey Crystal Brady Joni Freidel Julie Heine Farron Pratt
Board Member Board Member Board Member Board Member Board Member

Lana Svien
Board Member

Cindy Benzel
Foundation Director

Veronica Schmidt
Administrator &

Chief Executive Officer

Jenn Eli
Executive Assistant



Dakota Hospital Foundation is proud to
announce the purchase of a new DEXA Scan
machine for Sanford Vermillion Medical Center,
restoring an important diagnostic service to our
local community.

DEXA scans are the gold standard for
measuring bone density and play a critical role
in detecting osteoporosis and assessing fracture
risk. With this addition, patients will have access
to this essential test right here in Vermillion.

DHF Investment brings DEXA
scans back to Sanford Vermillion

Becky & Dave Nelson Healthcare Career Scholarship ($1000 each)
 Sofia Carrigan; Jaeley Christensen; Ayla Dimmer; 

Mya Halverson; Theo Wittmus

Patrick & Theresa Wingen Family Scholarship ($1000 each)
 Christian Fiscus

Employee / Child Scholarship ($1000 each)
 Madigan Walllin; Elise Fornia; Sarah Burbach & Gunnar Swanson

2025 Dakota Hospital Foundation
Scholarship Award Winners



 
Gayville-Volin Porchlight Program - Outdoor Classroom; Vermillion Fastpitch Softball
Equipment Grant; SESDAC, Inc. Sensory Garden; Vermillion Youth Soccer League Barstow
Park Soccer Complex Goals; Boys & Girls Club Edible Gardens & Feed Vermillion’s Brain
Boost Program

2025 DHF Grant Winners

Timothy J & Kathleen Tracy Health Administration Scholarship ($600)
Ava Stoick

Dennis & Mary Jo Olson Family Medicine Scholarship ($1000)
 Jessica Scheer

Cindy & William Dendinger, MD Family Medicine Scholarship ($700)
 Christopher Keyser

Wanda & Tim Hannahs Scholarship ($700)
 Samantha Skaare



Thank you 
to our 

2025 Donors!

Jeff & Ann Berens
Jeff & Julie Mart
Jenn Eli
Jessica Nelson
Jessica Perkins
Jill Christopherson
Jim & Bergen Peterson
Joe Dubsky
John & Jane Paulson
John & Karen Prescott
John & Karyn Ehrenfeldt
Jones Enterprises
Joni Freidel
Joseph & Kaye Bjorkman
Judy Nygren
Julianne Powers
Julie Stewart
Justin Lawson
Katherine Price
Kathleen Kavanaugh
Kathy Merrigan Manning
Kayla Stammer
Keith & Gloria Brooks
Kevin & Samantha O’Kelley
Kirk Bertness
Kirk Hogan
Knutson Family Dentistry
Kyle & Michelle Hinseth
Lana Svien

Rosemary Buchmann
Ryan & Molly Molencamp
Sara Mart
Sarah Chadima
Sarah Richter
Scott & Glenda Schempp
Scott & Julia Crouse
SESDAC, Inc.
Shelly Bendert
Stanley & Angela Miller
Steve & Mary Waller
Steven & Kara Weinandt
Susan Heggestad
Susan Johnson
Tara Oren & Louis Budmyar
The Brady Companies, Larry    
     & Sean Brady
Theresa Wingen
Thermo Bond Buildings, LLC
Thomas & Kaye Overby
Tim & Dawn Moser
Tim & Julie Heine
Tim Seep & Nancy Ellison
Timothy & Kathleen Tracy
Tina Nelson
Todd Quatier
Tom & Jane Heinz
Trane Technologies
Troy & Kris Gregoire

Adrian Tippit
Advanced Asset Alliance
Alan & Sheri Ouellette
Alexis & Gerald Tracy
Allison Walsh
Amy & Dave Hertz
Andy & Rhonda Howe
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Anne Burggraf
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Beckenhauer Construction, Inc.
Bekki Engquist-Schroeder
Bill Shorma
Bogatz Water Conditioning, LLC
Brad & Kari Jo James
Bruce & Carol Kelley
Bruce & Jing Williams
Candace O’Connor
Carly Cordell
Catalin & Ionela Gorgescu
Chad & Ann Grunewaldt
Charles & Noreen Stewart
Charles Lubbers & Brenda Fergen
Charles Ross & Sandy Dickenson
Cindy Benzel & Ben Van Osdel
Clark Lewison
Claude & Jean Garelik
Clayton & Barb Campbell

Complete Floor
CorTrust Wealth Management
Craig & Marsha Thompson
Crystal Hahn
SE-Yankton 
Curt Robinson
Dakota PC Warehouse
Dan & Anne Manning
Dan & Gloria Christopherson
Daryl & Donna Henriksen
David & Cindy Lias
David & Dawn Bentz
David & Julie Moen
David & Lynne Day
David & Nikki Stammer
David & Teri Nygaard
David Beverly
Deana Fuller
Debra Wiemers
Dennis & Brenda Martens
Diane Leja
Doug & Susan Tuve
Dr. Anastasia & Dean Searcy
Dr. Charles Roegiers
Dr. Damon & Linda Alvey
Dr. Jacob & Shelby Quail
Dr. Jessica Jordan & Matthew Hoxeng
Dr. Jonathan & Megan Olson
Dr. Mary Jo & Dennis Olson

Dr. William & Cyndi Dendinger
Dynamic Technical Building Systems
Electric Supply Co.
Elizabeth Mitchell
Elizabeth Wood
Ellis & Jean Nelson
Eric & Paige Fornia
Farm Bureau Financial Services
Farron & Shellie Pratt
Fast Auto Glass, INC
First Bank & Trust
First Dakota National Bank
Francis & Doris Heine
Frank & Robin Schiro
G & R Controls, Inc.
Gary & Frances Rasmussen
Gary & Jan Small
Gayle Bliss
Gene & Marjorie Iverson
Gene Lunn
Gordon & Linda Reetz
Gregory & Susan Huckabee
Grigoriy & Marina Sereda
Ian & Maria May
James & Gloria Montgomery
Janet Hoff
Janice Heimes
Jay & Mary Lea Hennies
Jeanne Roberts

Lars & Rebecca Aga
LD Herrera
Linda Kogel
Linda Taylor
Lisa Ketcham
Lowell & Bonnie Oswald
Luann Ouellette
Lynette Spencer
Marjorie Staller
Mark & Cindy Knudsen
Mark & Susan Galvin
Mark Daniels
Mark Sneller
Marshall & Angeline Lavin
   Family Charitable Fund 
   of the Sioux Falls Area
    Community Foundation
Martin & Donna Finnegan
Mary Edelen
Mary Hanson
Matt & Carol Lavin
Matt & Tracie Dvorak
Maxine Johnson
Melissa Orr
Michael Allgrunn
Michael Smith
Michael Watson
Michele Mueller
Michelle Brunick

Troy & Veronica Schmidt
University of South Dakota
USD Foundation
USD School of Medicine
Valerie Noble
Vermillion Area Chamber of
Commerce
Walker Construction
Wess Pravecek
Wohlenberg Ritzman & Co

Michelle Chaussee
Michelle Finnegan
Mick & Cheryl Breske
Mike & Dawn Swanson
Mike & Kathy Carlson
Mike & Kathy Manning
Miriam Larson
Naturescaping Designs, LLC
Nels & Linda Sorensen
Nick & Rachel Olson
Nick Merrigan
Nicole Hinrichsen
Nutrien Ag Solutions
Otis Elevator Company
Patricia Kozak
Paul & Ann Brunick
Polaris Industries
Pressing Matters Printing
Pride Neon, Inc.
Rex & Nace Huska
RF Companies
Richard & Sharon Ross
Richard McQuistan
Robert & Judith Gregoire
Robert & Karon Fuller
Robert Wharton
Roger Turner
Ronald & Deborah Hesla
Ronald Johnson
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	An Evening For Women
	DHF Leadership Dinner
	On April 2, one of our signature events in partnership with Sanford Vermillion brought together a room full of inspiring women, guided by “Dr. Mo” Melissa Dittberner, PhD, CPS, PS, LMT, in reflection on inner journeys and meaningful connections. It was an evening full of energy, inspiration, & connection - truly a celebration of the remarkable women in our community!
	Dakota Hospital Foundation’s Annual Leadership Dinner brought together community partners and supporters for an evening of celebration and recognition. Keynote speaker Lt. Col. Andrea (Gregoire) Kaman highlighted leadership and service as the DHF showcased its impact on community health and wellness.
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	2025 Employee Idea Challenge
	The 2025 Employee Idea Challenge generated an impressive array of innovative ideas.
	Two projects rose to the top and were selected as this year’s winners:
	Extracorporeal Shock Wave Therapy proposed by Paula Wright, PT
	The Safe and Sound Bassinet Upgrade proposed by Amber Baker, RN
	Additional ideas submitted for consideration included:
	OB Labor & Delivery Room Sofa Sleepers proposed by Teri Nygaard, ES Supervisor
	Project Infection Prevention at Vermillion Care Center proposed by Courtney Gould, RN
	Trauma Bed for the Emergency Department proposed by Dawn Swanson, Radiology Tech
	Emergency Department Remodel proposed by Dawn Sawtell, RN
	2025 Dakota Hospital Foundation Scholarship Award Winners
	Employee / Child Scholarship ($1000 each)  Madigan Walllin; Elise Fornia; Sarah Burbach & Gunnar Swanson


	DHF Investment brings DEXA scans back to Sanford Vermillion
	Dakota Hospital Foundation is proud to announce the purchase of a new DEXA Scan machine for Sanford Vermillion Medical Center, restoring an important diagnostic service to our local community.
	DEXA scans are the gold standard for measuring bone density and play a critical role in detecting osteoporosis and assessing fracture risk. With this addition, patients will have access to this essential test right here in Vermillion.

	2025 DHF Grant Winners
	Gayville-Volin Porchlight Program - Outdoor Classroom; Vermillion Fastpitch Softball Equipment Grant; SESDAC, Inc. Sensory Garden; Vermillion Youth Soccer League Barstow Park Soccer Complex Goals; Boys & Girls Club Edible Gardens & Feed Vermillion’s Brain Boost Program

	Thank you  to our  2025 Donors!

