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Hello Friends!

Well, school has started, so that must mean Autumn is here— 
although once we’re done with these 90-degree-days, I might start to 
believe it!  
I’m definitely not ready for snow, but I am looking forward to that 
crisp in the air and for the maple tree around the corner to turn that 
dazzling scarlet color. The delight that comes with those simple things 
like the changing of the seasons reminds us to be grateful for all of 
our blessings, large and small, and to savor the joys of life while we 
have them. One of the blessings of being in Vermillion is our access to 
cutting-edge medical  
services. We at the Dakota Hospital Foundation are glad to support 
our hospital staff and medical professionals who help us live long and 
healthy lives. 

DHF supports local healthcare in many ways, from awarding  
scholarships to students entering the medical field, to providing grant 
monies to fund the employee idea challenge to improve the medical 
facility from the inside out. Since 2005, DHF has awarded more than 
$107,000 in scholarships, and just recently funded a project on Plum 
Street which improved pedestrian visibility and made the approach to 
the hospital safer. DHF also focuses their efforts to improve wellness 
in the larger community, from designating grant dollars to seed local 
initiatives, to hosting engaging community events. One recent grant 
went to support the new chapter of the Boys & Girls Club in  
Vermillion, and the community celebration in August saw record 
numbers of more than 600 people in attendance! 

If you’re not yet a member of the Dakota Hospital Foundation, I 
encourage you to join at any giving level of your comfort—everyone 
is welcome, and every gift helps. In my time on the board, I certainly 
have come to appreciate the hard work done by all our healthcare staff 
and the strong sense of community and partnership we have here in  
Vermillion. As the days grow shorter and the nights get colder,  
remember how lucky we are to have a state-of-the-art medical facility 
right here at home. Take a minute of gratitude for the doctors, nurses, 
EMTs, but also for yourself and your friends and neighbors who— 
as members of the Dakota Hospital Foundation—do your part to  
support health and wellness in our community. Thanks to you! 

 
Katherine Price, Vice President
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Greetings,
 
As always, the end of Summer in Vermillion brings with it great energy and enthusiasm with 

the return of USD students to our community.  Sanford Vermillion shares in that  
enthusiasm as we look forward to another great year. 

In October, we will welcome Dr. Quinn Cannon to Sanford Vermillion Clinic.  Dr. Cannon 
will provide the full range of family medicine services to all ages to include  
obstetrics and C-sections.  We are excited for the community to get to know Dr. Cannon, his 
wife, Sukanya, and their daughter, Claire. 

Sanford Vermillion, in partnership with DHF, is putting the finishing touches on what we 
call the “Plum Street Project”.  As patients and employees had shared safety concerns for  
pedestrians crossing Plum Steet to the main entrance of the medical center, Sanford  
Vermillion and DHF reviewed options with the City of Vermillion for improvements.  The 
result was increasing the visibility of pedestrians to motorists on Plum Street by removing 
diagonal parking spots while maintaining accessibility.  The goal for improved safety has been 
achieved.

Veronica Schmidt, Senior Director
Sanford Vermillion
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Golf Social Snapshots
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For information: www.dakotahospitalfoundation.org
Proceeds from this event will support Dakota Hospital Foundation’s mission, Dedicated to Community Health and Wellness. 

 

SAVE 
THE DATE: 

18th Annual 
DHF Golf Social 

July 17, 2023

Thank You!
17th Annual  Golf Social

G&R Controls 
General Horizons Group (JCL Janitor’s Closet) 
Heiman Fire Equipment 
Hy-Vee 
Indigo Spa 
Knutson Family Dentistry 
Sanford Health Equipment 
Sanford Vermillion Staff Volunteers 

The Bluffs Golf Course Crew 
The Varsity 
Thread & Ink 
Timothy and Kathleen Tracy 
Top Notch Window Cleaning 
USD Charlie’s Store 
Vermillion Ace Hardware
Vermillion Ford 

3M 
Ben Van Osdel 
Bogatz Water Conditioning 
Clay County 4-H Flyers 
Dairy Queen 
Dakota Hospital Foundation Board 
Edward Jones: Sheri Ouellette & Tom Overby 
Friends of DHF Volunteers (Gayle, Judy, Sheri) 

In Memory of Sheri Ellis and Mary Merrigan 

Over $19,400 Raised For This Year’s Event!
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Katherine Price
Vice President

Paul Preister
Secretary/Treasurer

Andy Howe
President

Damon Alvey Joni Freidel Julie Heine

Lisa Ketcham John Prescott Lana SvienTom Overby

Kelly Herbster

A foundation that gives back.
In partnership with
Sanford Vermillion

Veronica Schmidt
Sanford Vermillion 

Senior Director, ex-officio

Cindy Benzel
Foundation Director, 

ex-officio

Jill Christopherson
Executive Assistant

ex-officio

On August 9th, the annual Community Celebration 
was held at the Vermillion High School. We estimated 
over 600 in attendance, our largest to date! Snaps from 
our event are located on the Dakota Hospital Foundation 
Facebook page (like/follow the page).

Thank you everyone for helping to make the 2022  
Sanford Vermillion/Dakota Hospital Foundation 
Community Celebration a great success! Your  
partnership in bringing fun, education and eats for  
our young to old is phenomenal:
 •	 City	of	Vermillion
	 •	 Dakota	Entertainment
	 •	 Ebsen	House	Productions
	 •	 EMS/Fire	&	Law	Enforcement
  – Ambulance
  – Fire truck
  – Highway Patrol
  – Police
  – Sheriff
  – Smoke house

	 •	 Great	Plains	ZooExpress
	 •	 Inflatables	on	the	lawn
	 •	 Mr.	Smith’s	catering
	 •	 RedBird	Balloons
	 •	 Sanford	Arts	Vermillion
	 •	 Sanford	Vermillion/Dakota	Hospital	
    Foundation Volunteers
	 •	 Twist	Ty	Balloon	Guy
	 •	 Vermillion	High	School	
	 •	 Vermillion	Public	Library

This fun-filled night for the whole family included a 
delicious free meal sponsored by Sanford Vermillion. 
Thank you to everyone who joined us for the evening 
and to all the volunteers who helped from set up to 
tear down. Thank You! 

Sanford Vermillion and Dakota Hospital Foundation 
look forward to this gathering every year. This celebra-
tion continues to grow every year and we cannot wait 
to see what next year brings!

Community Celebration
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Community Celebration Snapshots
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VERMILLION, S.D. –  A new sign was installed at the 
Sanford Care Center Vermillion in the Spring of 2022. 
This sign is especially unique because it was made by 
residents, tenants, and staff of the long-term care and 
assisted living facilities at Sanford Vermillion Medical 
Center. Michele David Mechling, local artist, teacher, 
and business owner, planned this ambitious mosaic 
project as part of the arts programming of Sanford Arts 
Vermillion.  Thank you to Dakota Hospital Auxil-
iary for your contribution to the most recently added 
plaque of collaborated efforts of many.

“I was delighted to have this opportunity to work with 
Ari Albright and her Sanford Arts Vermillion team on 
this large-scale mosaic project. The residents and staff 
at the care center did an amazing job in helping me to 
create the panel designs in the mosaic sign which was 
permanently installed on the Sanford Care Center  
Vermillion building entrance. It is bright and cheery 
and reflects the positive attitudes that Sanford  
employees share inside the center.” 

Sanford Care Center Folks “Chip In” to Create New Sign

About the Mosaic Sign Project 
Rosemary Buchmann, interim arts program coordinator 
assisted Michele David Mechling during many art- 
making sessions in September and October of 2021. 
Over 60 residents, tenants, and staff arranged glass 
tiles into quilt block-style patterns building a 4 x 6-foot 
sign. In keeping with Sanford colors, various blues, 
whites, and grays were used to create individual mosaic 
blocks in 8 x 8 “ quilt pattern designs. After the glass 
tiles were carefully glued to a mosaic mesh backing, 
Michele then arranged them on a board and grouted 
them permanently in place on a ¾ plywood backing. 
Framing and epoxy-based grout provide essential  
waterproofing for the artwork. The sign was installed 
on the outside brick wall at the Sanford Care Center 
Vermillion entrance in December of 2021. The com-
munity	is	welcome	to	drive	by	the	Care	Center’s	125	
Walker Street entrance anytime to view the new sign.

About Dakota Hospital Foundation and 
Sanford Arts Vermillion 
Since its beginning in 1930, Dakota Hospital  

Pictured (L-R): From left to right:  Dakota Hospital Foundation president Andy Howe, Sanford Arts Vermillion coordinator Rosemary Buchmann, 
resident Carol Anderson, RN Kari Nelson, Executive Assistant Jill Christopherson, RN Audra Edelen, resident Lowell Jorgenson, 

tenant Roberta Klostergaard, Lead Artist Michele Mechling, resident Marian Oland, Dakota Hospital Auxiliary member Donna Sommervold, 
Dakota Hospital Foundation board member Lisa Ketcham, resident Dixie Campbell, tenant Linda Fox, 

and Sanford Arts Vermillion program coordinator Ari Albright.
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“Together…We Comfort” plaque was installed next to the mosaic sign 
at 125 Walker Street. The plaque was created by the talented team at 

Bronze Age Art Casting, LLC, Sioux Falls, SD
 using traditional bronze casting techniques.

Foundation has fulfilled a mission dedicated to  
community health and wellness.  The health care 
‘pioneers’	who	established	Dakota	Hospital	Foundation	
(DHF) also nurtured a tradition of community health 
service	leadership	represented	by	today’s	Foundation	
members. Since 2013, Sanford Arts Vermillion (SAV) 
was created through a Dakota Hospital Foundation 
grant to support resident wellness. SAV strives for 
an evidence-based approach to person-centered care 
through arts engagement.

Time to renew your 2022 Dakota 
Hospital Foundation Membership!

Your generous giving throughout 
the year helps fund projects at 
Sanford Vermillion and other 

health and wellness initiatives 
throughout the community. 

Renew your membership online at 
dakotahospitalfoundation.org. 

Because of you, DHF is able to do 
so much good. Thank you!

This year, make your Holiday Wishes 
extra special! 

Show your Thanks, send Holiday 
Greetings, Peace for the New Year, 

or any personal message to 
that special person or family!

Purchase a message to be displayed on the corner 
marquee (Plum/Main) for $20. 

www.dakotahospitalfoundation.org
All gifts to the Dakota Hospital Foundation 
are used to further its’ important mission.

About South Dakota Arts Council
The mosaic sign project was made possible with a 
grant from the South Dakota Arts Council. The  
Artists in the Schools and Communities Program 
brings roster artists from all over the state to schools 
and community settings. Michele David Mechling has 
been a roster artist for seven years. Her mosaic work 
can also be seen in various locations in our commu-
nity, including the staircase mosaic for the Vermillion 
Area Arts Council (Washington Street entrance) and 
a	mosaic	sign	for	the	Vermillion	Cultural	Association’s	
First Dakota Coyote Gallery.  She has assisted  
mosaicist Nancy Losacker in creating the large-scale 
mosaic “We Are Kind, Safe and Helpful” on Austin 
Elementary	School’s	entrance	as	well	as	“Children’s	
Living River” in the VPL Conference room that 
involved the Messy Hands Summer Arts Campers.  
Michele has been passionately bringing art education 
to this community for over ten years. She was asked 
by Ari Albright to devise a lasting mosaic experience 
for those living and working at the Care Center and 
to produce a beautiful sign to welcome visitors. 

“With the support of SAV and the SDAC Artists in 
Schools and Communities program, working artists 
on the roster have the needed support to share their 
knowledge and craft with people of all ages around 
South Dakota.   
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5 Star Communications
Advanced Asset Alliance
Alexis	&	Gerald	Tracy
Amanda Dickenson
Amy	&	Mike	Richardson
Andy	&	Rhonda	Howe
Andy Schulz
Angela Hanson
Anne Burggraf
Ariadne Albright
Art	&	Lana	Rusch
Arthur Mabry
Barbara Kronaizl
Barry	&	Janine	Van	Osdel
Bernie LeCates
Bogatz Water Conditioning LLC.
Brad	&	Kari	Jo	James
Brenda Fergen
Brittany Peterson
Bruce	&	Carol	Kelley
Calvin	&	Mary	Petersen
Carolyn Brown
Cathy Swain
Chad	&	Ann	Grunewaldt
Charles	Ross	&	Sandy	Dickenson
Chaya Gordon-Bland
Christine Mcmeekin-Hemmingstad
Cindy	Benzel	&	Ben	Van	Osdel
Clark	&	Deborah	Christensen
Clayton	&	Barb	Campbell
Corey Strom
Cortrust Wealth Management
Craig	&	Lisa	Sorensen
Craig	&	Marsha	Thompson
Curt Robinson
Dakota Hospital Auxiliary
Dakota PC Warehouse
Dan	&	Anne	Manning
Dan	&	Carrie	Mart
Dan	&	Gloria	Christopherson
Dan	&	Jennifer	Van	Peursem
Darcy Sammelson
Daryl	&	Donna	Henriksen
Dave	&	Paula	Hultgren
Dave	&	Shelly	Brunick
David	&	Julie	Moen
David	&	Kelly	Herbster
David	&	Nikki	Stammer
David	&	Rosetta	Helseth
David Bentz
Dawn Moser
Dawn Swanson

Dean	&	Gay	Zimmerman
Debbie Dragich
Debra Fried
Dennis	Nelsen	&	
    Constance Moore Nelsen
Dick	&	Barb	Ellis
Donald	&	Jeanne	Dahlin
Donna Tucker
Doug	&	Joanne	Martin
Dr.	Anastasia	&	Dean	Searcy
Dr.	Damon	&	Linda	Alvey
Dr.	Daniel	&	Alicia	Beutler
Dr.	Jacob	&	Shelby	Quail
Dr.	Mary	Jo	&	Dennis	Olson
Dr.	Roy	&	Betsy	Mortinsen
Dr.	William	&	Cyndi	Dendinger
Dwight	&	Mary	Berglin
Electric Supply Co.
Elsie Hall
Emma Ladwig
Eric	Jensen
Erin Vogel
Erlan	&	JoAnn	Olson
First	Bank	&	Trust
First Dakota National Bank
G	&	R	Controls,	Inc.
Gary	&	Jan	Small
Gayle Bliss
Gene	&	Marjorie	Iverson
General Horizons Group
Grada Christensen
H&R	Block
Heidi Hassler
Heidi Heikes
Hurley	Jost	Family	Trust
Jami	Kastning
Janet	Hoff
Jean	Bobier
Jeff	&	Ann	Berens
Jeffrey	&	Virginia	Johnson
Jessica	Nelson
Jill	Christopherson
Jill	Smolczyk
Jim	&	Heidi	Waters
Jing	&	Bruce	Williams
Joanne	Berg
Joanne	Freidel
Joe	&	Erin	Hoose
Joe	&	Jeanette	Hubert
Joe	&	Mary	Edelen
John	&	Karyn	Ehrenfeldt
John	Uhl

Gratitude to the DHF Donors to Date
Johnsen	Heating	&	Cooling
Jones	Enterprises
Joseph	&	Joan	Reed
Joseph	Kavanaugh
Julie	Girard
Julie	Hamann
Karen Sorensen
Katherine Price
Katherine Roberts
Kathleen T. Kavanaugh
Kathy Merrigan Manning
Katie	&	Chris	Kassin
Kay Powell
Kevin	&	Janice	McGuire
Kevin	&	Samantha	O’Kelley
Kirk Bertness
Kirk Hogen
Kyle	&	Michelle	Hinseth
Lana Svien
Elizabeth Mitchell
Lars	&	Rebecca	Aga
Laura Chandler
Linda Kogel
Lisa Daugherty
Lowell	&	Bonnie	Oswald
Lynette Spencer
M. Alice Barnes
Mackenzie Chicoine
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Marc Walsh
Mark	&	Cindy	Knudsen
Mart Brothers Construction
Mary Auch
Mary Hanson
Mary Lynn P. Kavanaugh
MASABA Inc.
Matt	&	Callie	Beach
Matt	&	Carol	Lavin
Maxine	Johnson
Mel	&	Joanne	Ustad
Michael	&	Linda	Manning
Michael Watson
Michele Mueller
Michelle Chaussee
Midwestern Mechanical Inc.
Miriam Larson
Nancy	Ellison	&	Tim	Seep
Neil	&	Paige	Chapman
Otis Elevator Company
Paige	&	Eric	Fornia
Pamela Irvine-Pearson
Pamela Schlaefli
Pat	&	Anita	Cooper
Patricia Kozak
Patricia Olson
Patty Lase
Paul	&	Jessica	Preister
Paula Verzani
Phyllis Packard
Polaris Industries
Pride Neon Inc.
Randy	&	Traci	Jarvis
Reed	&	Adriane	Aylor
Richard	&	Lynn	Rognstad
Richard Holland
Richard McQuistan
Robert	&	Judith	Gregoire
Robert	&	Karon	Fuller
Robert Wharton
Ronda Mayrose
Ryan	&	Jennifer	Lemaster
Ryan	&	Molly	Molencamp
Saige Kelmelis
Sally Schmitz
Sands Drywall Inc.
Sanford Health Equipment
Scott	&	Keshia	Beekley
SD Lining Solutions
SESDAC, Inc.
Sharon Donahoe
Sharon Gray
Shawna Lavin
Shelly Bendert

Sheri	Ouellette,	Edward	Jones
Sioux City/Sioux Falls Insulation 
				&	Supply	Inc.
Stan Knobloch
Stanley	&	Angela	Miller
Steve	&	Mary	Waller
Susan	Johnson
Sydney Davis
SYSCO
Tammy Austad
Tammy Clodfelter
Thelma Raines
Thomas	&	Kaye	Overby
Tim	&	Julie	Heine
Timothy	&	Kathleen	Tracy
Todd Quatier
Todd Townsend
Tom	Overby,	Edward	Jones
Total Flooring
USD Foundation
USD School of Health Sciences
Vaneta Youngworth
Veronica	&	Troy	Schmidt
VNOW3

Walker Construction
Walmart
Wayne	&	Donna	Searcy
Wendy Harkness
Wess Pravecek
Wohlenberg	Ritzman	&	Co.
Wynette Mockler

The Dakota Hospital Foundation grant 
application period is open as 

of October 1, 2022.  

The grant guidelines and application 
form can be found at 

www.dakotahospitalfoundation.org.  
The deadline for grant applications 

submitted in this funding period 
is October 31, 2022.

Grant Application Period

Dakota Hospital 
Foundation (DHF) 

accepts Grant Funding 
applications from local 
501(c)3 organizations 
during the months of 

April and October
each year.
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Moved? Household changed? Email? Phone?
Please keep your information up-to-date with us.
Contact Cindy Benzel at 605.677.3612 or
Cindy.Benzel@sanfordhealth.org
with your updated information.


