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Greetings,

Allow me to introduce myself, I am Veronica Schmidt,
the new Senior Director at Sanford Vermillion Medical
Center. I may be a familiar face to some of you as I
started my career at Sanford Vermillion in 1995 as a new
graduate of USD. I worked in various roles here until
2011 while obtaining a Masters in Social Work (MSW)
from the University of Nebraska-Omaha and a Masters
of Business Administration (MBA) from USD. Prior to
returning to Vermillion, I served as the CEQO at the
hospital and nursing home in Custer, SD and most
recently as the CEO of an independent critical access hospital in Broken Bow,
Nebraska.

My husband, Troy and I met while attending USD and are both South
Dakota natives. My three children, Emme (23), Maya (21), and Roman (16)
were all born at Sanford Vermillion Hospital. Emme is a 2020 graduate of
USD and is a 2nd year medical student at the UNMC College of Medicine
in Omaha. Maya is currently a Senior at USD and will attend USD Physical
Therapy school next Fall. Roman is a high school Junior. In a nutshell,
we are all Coyotes to the core!

During my first tenure here, I was fortunate to observe and participate in
the development and evolution of the services, programs, and community
partnerships that continue today, most specifically that of Dakota Hospital
Foundation. Seeing first-hand the work that made Dakota Hospital Founda-
tion what it is today, I look forward to continuing the legacy of leadership and
partnership that has been so impactful for our community and our dedicated
staff who deliver excellent care to our patients and residents every day.

As we head into the holidays and beyond, there are several upcoming events
listed in this newsletter and the e-newsletter that will continue to bring us
together to celebrate, learn, and share. Please mark your calendars for those
events as we always look forward to seeing you.

Sanford Vermillion, the Vermillion community, and USD invested in me
and influenced me greatly as a young professional years ago. I appreciate the
opportunity to give back now as I return to where it all started and reacquaint
myself to the people and place that have always been “home” to me and my
family.

Have a blessed Holiday Season.

Sincerely,

Lk %/z/ﬂz?,.?f’i e

Veronica Schmidt

Senior Director

Sanford Vermillion Medical Center



Annual Memorial Golf Social Held

On July 19th, the Dakota Hospital Foundation held
its annual Sheri Ellis Memorial Golf Social. Sheri
Ellis was a passionate registered nurse at Sanford
Vermillion Hospital who lost her battle with cancer in
2005. Because of Sheri’s love for golf and dedication
to nursing, the memorial golf tournament was
established to honor her memory. We look

forward to golfing with everyone again in 2022!

16th Annual Sheri Ellis
Memorial Golf Social

Over $17,000 Raised
For This Year’s Event!
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Annual Community Celebration Held in August

Celebration was held at the Vermillion High
School. Serving a picnic style menu sponsored by
Sanford Vermillion and catered by Mr. Smith’s to
more than 500 community members, fun activities
and connection were enjoyed by everyone in
attendance! Activities included:

On August 9th, the annual Community 7 L
\ =u

¢ Sanford Vermillion Arts sponsored arts
and crafts

* Vermillion area First Responders
(Fire/EMS; Police; Clay County Sheriff;
SD Highway Patrol) brought their smiles
along with the smoke house, fire truck,
ambulance, police/sheriff car(s)/motorcycle
and rollover simulator

* Vermillion Public Library handed out

free books ‘ ] ‘ Vermillion |

0 (Bt Medical Center @
¢ Twist Ty, the Balloon Guy I\ - o Slinic e
7 v 3 um Streeles

¢ Red Bird Balloon esthetic décor \ | B " =

¢ Sanford Vermillion Clinic offered free
blood pressure checks

* Inflatables for the kids
¢ Great Plains Zoo Express with a touch table

* Bike give away: child winner, Gannon Praster
and adult winner, Brian Wood

Thank you to everyone who joined us for the eve-
ning and to all the volunteers who helped from set
up to tear down. Thank You! Sanford Vermillion
and Dakota Hospital Foundation look forward to
this collaboration and gathering every fall.




The Main Street Center awarded $4000

towards kitchen cupboard aesthetics.

St. Agnes School Donation

,> - : — e >
St. Agnes student council, the Merrigan family, Cindy Benzel and Kelly Herbster
receiving the check on behalf of the foundation

On October 27th, Cancer Awareness Day, St. Agnes School Students
were invited to wear a color that represented a type of cancer and with
a donation of $5 they could chew gum and wear a hat during school.
With a generous donation of $500 from one family and students
matching that donation, they raised $1,468!

The money was donated to Dakota Hospital Foundation
in Mary Merrigan’s name to be put toward
the 3D mammography campaign.

J -
Board Member

Recognized for
Years of Service

Dakota Hospital Foundation wishes
to recognize and thank Linda Kogel
for her fifteen years of service
(2006 - 2021) on the DHF Board in-
cluding two-year terms each as board
vice-president, president,
and past president.

Thank you, Linda, for all your work
through the years on the board
and your commitment to Dakota

Hospital Foundation!

p r
: MESSAGES

This year, make your
Holiday Wishes extra special!
Show your Thanks,
send Holiday Greetings,
Peace for the New Year, or any
personal message to that

special person or family!

Purchase a message to be
displayed on the corner marquee
(Plum/Main)
for $20 a message.
www.dakotahospitalfoundation.org

All gifts to the Dakota Hospital
Foundation are used
to further its’ important mission.



Time to Renew Your 2021
Dakota Hospital Foundation Membership!

Your generous giving throughout the year helps fund projects at

Sanford Vermillion and other health and wellness initiatives throughout the community.

Renew your membership online at dakotahospitalfoundation.org.

Because of you, DHF is able to do so much good. Thank you!

Gratitude to Dakota Hospital Foundation 2021 Donors

Advanced Asset Alliance
Alan & Sheri Ouellette
Alexis & Gerald Tracy

Amy & Dave Hertz

Amy & Dave Thiesse

Amy & Mike Richardson

Dr. Anastasia & Dean Searcy
Andy & Rhonda Howe
Anna Christensen

Ariadne Albright

Art & Lana Rusch

Barbara and David Pratt
Barbara Kronaizl

Brad & Kari Jo James
Breean Pojunas

Brenda Fergen

Bryan & Chonette Sommervold
Calvin & Mary Hanson
Carmen Cook

Cindy Benzel & Ben VanOsdel
Clark & Deborah Christensen
Clayton & Barb Campbell
Coralee Gehrt

Corrine & Peg Amant

Craig & Marsha Thompson
Curt & Carolyn Robinson
Damon & Linda Alvey

Dan & Gloria Christopherson
Dan & Lori Kenton

Darlene Bottolfson

Darwin Van Den Oever
Daryl & Donna Henriksen
David & Cindy Lias

David & Joyce Zimmer
David & Julie Moen

David & Lynne Day

Dennis & Beth Johnson
Donald & Jeanne Dahlin
Doug & Joanne Martin
Douglas & Susan Tuve

Dr Jacob & Shelby Quail

Dr. Mary Jo & Dennis Olson
Dr. Roy & Betsy Mortinsen
Dr. William & Cyndi Dendinger
Dwight & Mary Berglin
Electric Supply Co.

Elizabeth Wood

Ellis & Mary Ellen Jensen
Elsie Hall

First Bank & Trust

First Dakota National Bank
Francis & Doris Heine
Fuller Sales, Inc.

Gary & Anne Volk

Gary & Dorothy Wright
Gary & Jan Small

Gayle Bliss

Gene & Majorie Iverson
General Horizons Group

Grada Christensen
Harland & Pat Durkin
Heidi Hassler

HyVee

James & Ann Stewart
James Abbott

Janet Chapman

Janet Heirigs

Janet Hoff

Jay & Mary Lea Hennies
Jean Bobier

Jeanne Roberts

Jeff & Ann Berens

Jeff & Julie Mart

Jeffrey and Marcia Fetters
Jenny Hanson

Jerry & Barb Yutrzenka
Jessica Nelson

Jill Christopherson
Joanne Berg

Joanne Freidel

Joe & Mary Edelen

Joe Hoose

John & Karen Prescott
John & Karyn Ehrenfeldt
John & Pat Gors

Jones Enterprises

Joseph & Erin Hoose
Kabeiseman & Co., PC
Karen Sorensen
Katherine Price

Kay Powell

Keith & Debra Thomas
Kelly & Kris O’Connor
Kelsey Collier-Wise

Kevin Myron

Kirk Hogen

Kumoli Ramakrishnan
Larry & Elizabeth Mitchell
Larry & Rennae O’Connor
Larry and Deborah Burnight
Linda Kogel

Linda Reese

Lisa & Wade Dangler
Lorah Houser Jankord
Lowell & Bonnie Oswald
Luann Ouellette

Lyle & June Wagner
Lynette Spencer

M. Alice Barnes

Marcy Lund

Margaret (Babe) Hurowitz
Mark & Cindy Knudsen
Mark & Linda McNamee
Mart Brothers Construction
Martin & Donna Finnegan
Mary Agnes Mockler
Mary Hanson

Masaba Inc.

Matthew & Carol Lavin
Maxine Johnson

Maxine Rogers

Michael & Linda Manning
Michael & Naomi Holtz
Michele Mueller
Midwestern Mechanical Inc.
Mike & Kathy Carlson
Mike & Kathy Manning
Monte & Christine Tjelmeland
Nancy Ellison & Tim Seep
Nancy Zuercher

Nels & Linda Sorensen
Nick & Rachel Olson
Nick Kotzea

Nick Merrigan

Otis Elevator Company
Paige & Eric Fornia
Patricia & Cleland Cook
Patricia Kozak

Patricia Mcmunigal
Patricia Olson

Paul & Jessica Preister
Paul & Wendy Pederson
Polaris Industries

Pride Neon Inc.

Randall & Deb Mollet
Randy & Traci Jarvis

Ray & Pam Hofman
Richard & Lynn Rognstad
Richard & Marlys Stensaas
Richard Holland

Rick & Holly Brunick
Robert & Judith Gregoire
Robert & Karon Fuller
Robert Wharton

Rod & Joanne Tieman

Roger & Janice McCambridge

Ronald & Deborah Hesla

Ronald Johnson

Ryan & Molly Molencamp

St. Agnes School

Sam Johnsen

Sands Drywall Inc.

Sanford Health

Scott & Glenda Schempp

SD Lining Solutions, LLC

Sharon Ross

Shawn & Diana Benzel

Shelly Bendert

Sioux City/Sioux Falls
Insulation and Supply Inc.

Stan Knobloch

Steve & Mary Waller

Susan Johnson

Sydney Davis

Teddi Gertsma

Thomas & Jill Frieberg

Timothy & Kathleen Tracy

Tom & Denise Knutson

Tom & Jane Heinz

Tom & Peggy Schaack

Total Flooring

Troy & Kris Gregoire

Valerie Noble

Vaneta Youngworth

Vermillion Area Chamber of Commerce

Veronica and Troy Schmidt

Virginia Jensen

Wohlenberg Ritzman & Co.

Wynette Mockler

Dakota Hospital Foundation Board of Directors

John Prescott, President
Andy Howe, Vice-President
Katherine Price, Secretary/Treasurer
Linda Kogel, Past President

Damon Alvey
Joni Freidel
Kelly Herbster
Julie Heine
Lisa Ketcham
Tom Overby
Paul Preister

Ex-officio: Veronica Schmidt, Senior Director,
Cindy Benzel, Foundation Director,

Mary Jo Olson, MD




s Dakota Hospital Foundation

D H F 20 South Plum Street

Dakota Hospital

Vermillion, SD 57069
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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Moved? Household changed?

Email? Phone?
Please keep your information up-to-date with us.

Contact Cindy Benzel at
Cindy.Benzel@sanfordhealth.org

605.677.3612 with your updated information.
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